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Summary

I'his retrospective comparative analysis of maternal deaths of last two decades — from 1975 to 1987 and
from 1988 to 1997 is carried out to compare the MMR, role of responsible factors and changes incauses
and pattern of maternal deaths etc and to know our position, at an old & long journey of sate motherhood
at the end of 20 century.

There is definite and drastic reduction in MMR from 662 /1,00,000 live births in the carlicr decade (1975
to 1987) 10 388 /1,00,000 live births in the later decade (1988 to 1997). More voung and primiparac were
lostin the last decade. Mortality of grand multiparae is less in the last decade. Probably due to etiective
family planning. Deaths duc to abortion have decreased in the last decade. Deaths within 24 hrs. of

admission are almost same in both the decades. Mortality due to direct causes has decreased.
Though mortality is still very high, there is definite decline in MMR and perhaps we are ona right
pathway to safe motherhood, but we need to speed up to achieve cur goal well before the turm ot the

century'.

Introduction

The risks of pregnancy are present in every
sociely and inevery setting. Inaddition countries, where
MMR = 10-317 100,000 live births, these risks have been
largely overcome because every pregnant woman has
access to special care during pregnany and child birth.
suchis not the case inmany developing countries where
cach pregnancy represents a journey into the unknown
from which many a women never return.

study of maternal deaths periodically is not only
anacadentic exereise, but provides considerable help and
putdelines for planning strategies for improving maternal
health and reducing MMR because majority of these
deaths are preventable (Bhatt, 1997).

Material & Methods

A retrospective comparative analysis of two

decades is presented to compare, emphastze and observe
the change in pattern and ctiologic factors responsible
formaternal deaths.

Observation & Discussion
Table-[Incidence of MMR

Institution Study Pertod . MMR

Satdarjang Hosp. New Delhi 19791987 638

{(Rov Choudhury et al, 1990))

S. Kriplani Hosp. New Delhi [U8E- 1992 A7

{(Juneja and Rai, 1993)

Present Study 1978-1987 662
JUSK- 97 38N

MMR in the last decade is 535.97 of that in the
earlier decade (Table 1). This mav be due to a better
understanding of various problems and pathology, betier
availability of newer diagnostic modalitics, newer
antibiotics, blood and blood products and trained services









